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A SUPER-RARE '64 DATSUN
'BY.JOSEPH MOLLIS

oes anyone remember the ““Jap-
Danese El Camino?’’ No? Then

let us refresh your mermory.
During the early 1960’s (you know, back
when “mini”’ had something to do with
skirts) Datsun decided to test the waters
in the American truck/car market (i.e.,
El Camino, Ranchero). For this -
endeavor, Datsun combined a double-
wall bed with their current PL312 sedan.
The result was the 1964 NL-320 Sports
Pickup. Unfortunately, the general
public was still captivated by the full-size
American trucks and therefore shunned
the Sports Pickup. Of the 1000 trucks
originally shipped to the U.S., only a
few remain and it’s doubtful any are as
trick as the ’64 pictured here.

Jim Wolf, owner/operator of Import
Auto Center in El Cajon, California, is
the proud owner of this unique sport
truck and the way he came into owner-
ship is a story unto itself. Jim had been
searching for a shop truck/parts runner
that would act as a rolling advertisement
for the high performance services his
shop offers. When a Datsun representa-
tive casuzlly showed Jim some old

photos of the once-offered Datsun Sport -

Pickup, Jim knew he had found his
project truck. Or did he? A "84 Sports
Pickup is kardly a hot item on the used
truck market, but Jim persevered and .
after a year-and-a-half of searching he
found one in salvageable condition and
less than 20 miles from his shop!

Once the truck was hauied over to
Jim’s shop, he and his crew wasted no
time in stripping the truck to the bare
frame, All useable chrome pieces were
sent to the plating tanks while the
missing and broken trim pieces were or-
dered from the factory. Fortunately, (for
Jim) Datsun has an extensive dealer net-
work, and through the cooperation of
Datsun dealers from here to Japan,
Jim’s much-needed parts were finally
located.

Since the truck would be used daily,
the original 60hp, [200cc four-banger
was removed and carefully stored.
Replacing the original engine is a well-
massaged L-series Datsun motor {what -
else?). The L-20 block and head were
cross-bred with a Z-22 crankshaft and
89mm pistons resulting in 2289cc of pure
power. Dual sidedraft carburetors and
custom-built exhaust headers round out
the extensive engine modifications. All
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The engine bay m‘ this ’64 is stuﬂed tuil of late-model, l.-serles Datsun. Generous
amounts of chrome enhance the haghly—detauled engine and serve notice this is no
stocker.
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this power is routed through a much-
modified five-speed transmission. The
truck has been together and run daily
for over two years and seems quite
happy with twice the power output of ks
previous life,

For precise handling and control the
front and rear suspensions were lowered
and a set of polished Enkei wheels
{14x6-in.) were combined with Firestone
HPR tires (195/60-14-in.). All hydraulics
were converted to late model pickup
components as was the compiete braking
system,

The classic mterior of the '64 was en-
hanced with the addition of cut-pile
carpeting, Corbeau GT bucket seats,

ABOVE, the unique lines of
- this Sports Pickup remain
basically stock. A mild
lowering of the suspension
greatly aids the looks and
performance of this pint-
sized sireet terror. LEFT,
sporty interior is enhanced
by the Corbeau bucket
seats, custom door panels,
Rald stesring wheel and cut-’
pile carpeting.

custom headliner and door panels, and
topped off with a mahogany steering’
wheel from Raid,

Jim’s truck is truly a unique piece of
mini-truck history and we greatly appre-
ciate the large amount of work his truck
has received. Still, Jim is far from
through with this *64. Future plans for
the Datsun revolve around a complete
restoration, including the reinstallation
of the original engine as well as
returning the body, interior and chassis
to stock specifications, Until then, Jim
wiil continue to delight in showing
unsuspecting small truck enthusiasts the
rapidly-fading view of this Datsuns’
tailend.

T . .
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,,— own thi_s beautiful, Sedan styled Pickup.

B

gports pickup

PERFORMANCE! ECONOMY! PASSENGER CAR STYLING!

Whether you're hauling a half ton of supplies or a half dozen small fry,
get set to experience a new kind of driving pleasure with this exciting
new ‘“custom size” Datsun Pickup. Featuring a sleek, low silhouette
and a new body design, the Sports Pickup takes its place beside Dat-
sun’s well known 1 ton pickup. Ideal for both business and pleasure
driving, this rugged new beauty delivers all the riding comfort of a fux-
ury sedan, yet Offers the full versatility of a pickup! Compare the
quality. Compare the ride. Compare all the extra Datsun features and
you'll see why ’ '

IN TS PRICE CLASS . . . DATSUN DELIVERS MORE for vour
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6 reasons why-
you should test and compare

take a test drive -- ,
prove it -- you'll be glad you dig!

I.  QUALITY. Compare the specifications and
you'll quickly see Datsun provides superior
engineering and craftsmanship throughout.
Its afl welded, pressed steel box section
frame is just one example of what we mean.

2. PERFORMANCE. Datsun’s 60 h.p. overhead
valve engine with 4-speed transmission has
amazing power and pickup. Oversize brakes
assure smooth, quick stops. 20.5" turning
radius means maximum maneuverability in
and out of traffic.

3. COMFORT & RIDE. Here, Datsun leaves the '

rest with extra roomy cab, deluxe interior
extras and foam rubber seats. Independent
torsion bar suspension and telescopic shock

_ absorbers smooths out the roughest road
for cargo and passengers!

4, Many cars start at list price. With
Datsun, list price is your delivered price,
plus tax and license. Delivers loaded with
extras: WSW tires, heater, defroster, factory
undercoat. vinyl upholstery, gas filter, air .
cleaner, electric windshield wipers, turn sig-
nals, deluxe chrome and bumper guards.

5. ECONOMY & LOW MAINTENANCE. Delivers
up to 30 miles per gallon. Datsun is more
dependable, less costly to service. Parts are
reasonably priced — example: Coii $5.90,
Points $1.30, Clutch {disc) 314,50, Fittings
are standard S.A.E. — no special toels are
needed.

6. PARTS AVAILABILITY. Parts are immedi-
ately available and stocked by a network of
Pratsun Dealers throughout the West, South
and East. Huge inventories are maintained
at multi-million doilar Parts Depots.

12 MONTHS — 12,000 MILE FACTORY WARRANTY

SPECIFICATIONS

MODEL Ni 320 DIMENSIONS & WEIGHT:
Overall tength, 184 jn, Qverall width, 59
in. Overali height, 60.3 in, Wheeibase,
97.3 in. Tread-front, 46.1 in. Yread-
rear, 46.7 in. Vehicie weight, 2,100 ib.
Seating capacity, 2 persons. Paylead,
1,180 |b. Rear body interior length.
61.6 in. Rear hady interior width, 43.4
in. Rear body interior height, 16.9 in.
Min. toad clearance, 7.1 in.
PERFORMANCE: Max. spsed, 74.6 M.P.H.
Max. grade ability, 309%. Min. Iurning
radius, 20.5 ft.

ENGINE: Gasoline engine, water cooled.
four cycle, O.H.¥. four-cylinder in line:
Bore 2.873 in., Stroke 2.796 in., Cubic
capacity 72.5 cu. in, Max. 8. H.P. 60
HP at 5,000 r.p.m. (SAE), Max. tarque
68.6 Ib-ft at 3,600 r.p.m. (SAE), Com-
pression ratio B8.2.

FUEL SYSTEM: Mechanical type dia-
phragm pump; air cleaner; Fuel tank
capacity 9.2 gallons.

LUBRICATION SYSTEM: Pressure feed
with full tiew filter; Qil pan cap. 3.3 qt.
IGNITION SYSTEM: Cail and diskribu-
tor with autematic contral.

COOLING SYSTEM: Pressurized radiator
with centrifugal pump, thermestat and
fan; Capacity 1.4 gatlons.

ELECTRIC SYSTEM: 12 volt, 50 ampere-
hour hattery. 200 watt eenerator with
voitags regulater; 1.4 H.P. starter motar.
CLUTCH: Single dry disc with cushiening
spring; Diameter 7.24 in.
TRANSMISSION: 4 speeds forward and
1 reverse; Synchromesh an Znd, 3rd and
4th; Gear ratio lst 3.94, 2nd 240, 3¢d
1,43 4th 1.00 and reverse 5.15; Gear
shift lever on steering cofumn.

REAR AXLE: Hypoid bevel, semi-floating;
Qear ratio 4.875.

FRONY SUSPENSiON: Independent tor-
sion bar type; Telescopic shock absorbers.
REAR SUSPENSION: Longitudinai semi-
elliptic  springs, 5 |leaves; Telescopic
shock absarbers,

BRAKES: Hydraulic; Uniserve type for
front; duoserva type for rear; Parking
brake mechanically operated on rear
wheels,

FRAME: Pressed steel box section, ail
welded.

WHEELS & TIRES: Steel disc wheefls;
5.50-14 6 P tires.

INSTRUMENTS: Speedometer; Fuel gauge;
Water temperature gauggi Qil pressure
warning miot famp: lgnitien  watning
pilot lamp; Mainbeam warning pilot
famp. Instrument pane! includes ignition
and starter switch, iighting switch, choke
controt knob and giove. box iid.

BODY WORK AND STANDARD EQUIP-
MENT. A} steel cab upholstered with
vinyi leather; Forward hinged doors with
full opening down window; Adjustable
seat; |Iaside back mirror; Safety glass
windshield; Driver sunvisor; Dua! wind-
shield wipers; front overrider, heater, de-
froster, WSW tires. tool set. spare wheel
and tire.

Roomy 4ft x 5ft bed
carries up to 1/2 ton payload.

NISSAN MOTOR CORP.,
IN USA.

137 E. Alondra Bivgd, .-
Gardena, California
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MODEL L-320 un, L-320 up, PICK-UP

Y2 TON LOAD CAPACITY L-320UN
1 TON LOAD CAPACITY L-320 up & L-320veT

FENDER EMBLEM

“DATSUN 1200

“E-1" TYPE ENGINE
1200cc, 60 kP

4.875:1 REAR END
(39 x 8)

5.50 x 14 L-320uN
6.00x 14 L-320 up

4 SPEED TRANSMISSION > _
“ATARM, TORSION BAR

14" WHEEL
YEARLY GRILL VARIATIONS 10" BRAKE

Y

. YEARSOLD

AN
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d-door Sedan
Cr—— e

new DATSUN SPL-310 L O F DATSURN W

L ENG.
{frant
. View
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1500 c¢

ABOVE CAR CONTD. INTTD U. 8., SALES™
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Fatigue-

_A--.Pfd_ﬂ_ip with t!}e roomy interior of a passenger car.
Easy-to-read instrument panel

Free F_pam_.—, rubbered bench seat.
just in front of the cone-type steering wheel. Safety glass

wind-sh?éa!_d_. ,_.Seff-ca.r_:ce”ing turn signa! indicator.
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M or-L20cée6

.Large glove box

derited lid.
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with a convenient




