consumption figures are often poorer than they might be if the
road portion of the test were run as a featherfoor derby. Gaso-
line mileage on the Fair Lady convertible worked out to a 23-
26-mpg range; the Bluebird burned fractionafly less gas under
the same rigorous conditicns, pushing its way almost to 27 mpg.
There is one feature common 0 both cars that would definitely
increase mileage if properly used. The carburetor is a two-throat

with progressive linkage. Feeding the second throat requires

slight extra pressure about two-thirds way down on the accel-
erator pedal. Using only the first stage, reserving full ‘open for
passing, would uadoubtedly show up on mileage figures.

Most of us quickly ask one key guestion about a car—how
much? The.Bluebird has a suggested West Coast reail of $1696,
the Fair Lady is $2132. These prices include everything we had
on the cars except the radio. At these prices we feel that both
are quire reasonable buys, depending upon requiremencs. The

et

sedan is bucking a couple of firmly entrenched economy sedans,
alchough it has a definite horsepower advantage. The convertible
truly Aghts no one, mainly because of its rear seat feature.

The Datsun organization is expanding its dealerships nation-
ally as rapidly as possible. Already there are complete stocks of
parts warehoused on both coasts. While they want a share of the
11.S. market, it accounts for a very small part of their worldwide
sales throughout Asia, Australia, South America and into Mexico,
where an assembly planr is being opened. In spite of this, U.S.
sales are important enough to the giant Nissan Motor Company
to cause them to send engineers here, equipped with engine,
body and chassis test equipment, o determine just how a car

- should be built for our widely varying roads.

With the proper approach and good cars they intend to make
even better, Darsun will scon have quite a number of Americans
driving cars marked Made In Japan. /M7

DATSUN FAIR LADY CONVERTIBLE

4 passengers

OPTIONS ON CAR TESTED: Ladie
ODOMETER READING AT StART OF TEST: 700 miles
~RECOMMENDED ENGINE RED LINE: 5000 rpm

% PERFORMANCE

ACCELERATION {2 aboard)
0-30mph..veuennn... P viaueees. B.1seCS,
0-45 mph..... dearaasierea i senaran ....13.9

Standing start Li-mite 24.3 secs. and 60 mph
Speeds in gears @ 6000 rpm
3rd........viuea. .. 585 mPh

Speedometer Ersor on Test Car
Car's speedometer reading ...... 28 42 47 56 66
weston electric speedometer .... 30 45 50 60 70
Observed miles per hour per 1000 rpm in fop gear 3 ............... 14 mph
Stapping Distances - from 30 mph, 29 ft.; from 60 mph, 156 ft.

SPECIFICATIONS FROM MANUFACTURER

Engine Rear: Rigig with longitudinal
In-line ohv 4 semi-eliiptic leaf springs,
Bore: 2.875 ins. teiescopie shocks
Stroxe: 2.796 ins.

Displacement: 72.5 cubic inches
Compression ratio: 8.2:1
Horsepower: 60 @ 5000 rpm
Ignition: 12-volt battery/coil

Gearbox
tanual 4-speed, tap 3 synchre,
central foor lever

Driveshaft
Open, with needie bearing U-joints

Differential
Sami-floating, hypoid bevel
Standard ratio 4.525:1

Suspension
Front: Independent with double
wishbones and longitudinal
torston bars, stabihizer bar,
telescopic shocks

Wheels and Tires

Pressed steel disc wheels, 4] x 14
5.20 x 14 Bridgestone tires

Brakes
Hydraulic drums
Front and rear: 10-inch dia, x
1.75-inch wide

Body and Frame
Bex section ladder-type frame,
steet body
YWhneelbase 86.6 ins.

Track, front 45.6 ins., rear 46.2 ins.

Qyerall length 158.9 ins.
Dry weight 198G ibs.

DATSUN BLUEBIRD

4-door, 4-5-passenger sedan

OPTIONS ON CAR TESTED: Radio
ODOMETER READING AT START OF TEST: 3850 miles
RECOMMENDED ENGINE RED LINE: 5000 rom

. ' PERFORMANCE
ACCELERATION (2 aboard)
0-30¢mph. .. eeveurens AP - K. §-1: 119
D-45 MPh. .. iaasuncarinnsrsssnnenrna--13.1
0-60 mph......... e, R |

Standing start Va-mile 24.3 secs. and 5% mph
Speeds in gears @ 6000 rpm

h LS SR veneee.s.24 mph s - FA veeness.51 mph
Speedometer Error on Test Car

Car's speedometer reading ...... 29 a4 49 58 69

Weston electric speedometer ..., 30 43 50 60 70
Ohserved miles per hour per 1000 rpm in top gear..... tiiaceareiaa.d4 mph

Stopping Distances — from 30 mph, 36 ft.; from 66 mph, 153 ft.

SPECIFICATIONS FROM MANUFACTURER

Engine Rear: Rigid with longitudinal
In-line ghv 4 semi-elliptic leaf springs,
Bore: 2.875 ins. talescopic shocks
Stroke: 2.796 ins.
Displacement: 72.5 cubic inchas
Compression ratic: 8.2:1
Horsepower: 60 @ 5000 rpm
Ignition: 12-volt battery/coil

Wheels and Tires
Pressed steel disc wheeis, 4 x 13
5,60 x 13 Bridgestone tires

Gearbox

Manual 3-speed, all-synchro, Brakes

column shift Hydrautic drums
Driveshaft Front and rear: 8-inch dia. %

oOpen, with needle bearing U-joints 1.4-inch wide
Differential
Semi-floating, hypoid bevel
Standard ratio 4.625:1

Suspension
front: Independent with double
wishbones, coil springs,
telescopic shocks, stabilizer
bar

Bady and Frame
Box section ladder-type frame,
steal body
Wheelbase 88.9 ins. .
Track, front 47.2 ins., rear 46.6 ins.
Overall length 153.9 ins.
Dry weight 1960 Ibs.
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